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God Uses Those Who 
Are Broken 


“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit.”—Psalm 51:17. 


E may have our will surrendered to do His will, 
VU) yet miss a large part of the blessing He 
would give in our doing. 

Our spirit must be broken also, so that we see in every 
test and circumstance of each day His loving hand per- 
mitting, and gladly accept all from Him, because His all- 
seeing eye understands what will accomplish our perfect- 
ing. 

The trial can more quickly be removed, because as we 
accept it, asking for the lesson He would teach, and vic- 
tory over Satan, He can then quiet us and show us the 
light we need. 

God uses most for His glory those people and things 
which are most perfectly broken. The sacrifices He ac- 
cepts are broken and contrite hearts. It was the thorough 
breaking down of Jacob’s natural strength at Peniel that 
got him where God could clothe him with spiritual power. 
It was by the breaking of the surface of the rock at Horeb, 
by the stroke of Moses’ rod, that it let out the cool waters 
to thirsty people. 

It was when the three hundred elect soldiers under 
Gideon broke their pitchers, a type of breaking them- 
selves, that the hidden lights shone forth, to the conster- 
nation of their adversaries. It was when the poor widow 
broke the seal of the little pot of oil, and poured it forth, 
that God multiplied it to pay her debts and to supply 
means of support. 

It was when Esther risked her life and broke through 
the rigid etiquette of a heathen court that she obtained 
favor to rescue her people from death. 

It was when Jesus took the five loaves and broke them 
that the bread was multiplied in the very act of breaking, 
making it sufficient to feed five thousand. It was when 
Mary broke her beautiful alabaster box, rendering it 
henceforth useless, that the pent-up perfume filled the 
whole house. It was when Jesus allowed His precious body 
to be broken to pieces, by thorns and nails and spear that 
His inner life was poured out, like a crystal ocean, for 
thirsty sinners to drink and live. 

It is when a beautiful grain of corn is broken up in the 
earth by death that its inner heart sprouts forth and 
bears hundreds of other grains. And thus on and on, 
through all history, all biography, and all vegetation, and 
all spiritual life, God must have broken things. 

Those who are broken in wealth, and broken in self- 
will, and broken in their ambitions, and broken in their 
beautiful ideals, and broken in worldly reputation, and 
broken in their affections, and broken oftentimes in 
health; and those who are despised, and who seem utterly 
helpless and forlorn, the Holy Ghost is seizing upon, and 
using for God’s glory. “The lame take the prey,” Isaiah 
tells us. It is the weak that overcome the devil. God is 
waiting to take hold of our failures and nothingness, 
and to shine through them. 
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MANA 


of a Living Church 


. V- 


NE OF THE MOST obvious marks of a living church 
QO: its willingness to change rather than be bound 

by useless tradition. Another word for this is adap- 
tability. Any church that is to meet the need of any day 
must be able to adapt itself to that day. The very mention 
of this will put many people in a defensive frame of mind, 
for they will immediately be beset by fears and obstruc- 
ting caution. There are many people who are entirely un- 
willing to change or to adapt themselves to their times, 
but prefer, instead, to cast all the future in the mold of 
the past. To them a thing that is once done becomes the 
standard or the pattern by which the cloth of the future 
must be cut. This fear of change is understandable, but 
useless. The gospel does not have to be antiquated in order 
to be “old-fashioned,” as we refer to it, for a careful study 
of the ministries of the prophets and of Christ and of the 
apostles proves that none of them was antiquated in his 
thinking or in his methods. The glory and the majesty 
and the eternity of God is in the fact that He is the 
eternal contemporary—He is as mcdern as He was of old 
time. In every day He meets the need of that day. 

The message of God is as modern as the headline of 
today’s paper. Jesus Christ was not a man whose message 
and salvation was fitted only to the century in which He 
lived, but He is one who meets the need of every cen- 
tury and of every land. When He lived on earth, He used 
every method available in His day to get the gospel of 
salvation to the people. The vitality of the church is its 
ability to be changeless in a changing world and yet 
change its methods and its program to meet the need of 
its day. 


To MANY PEOPLE, change represents dere- 
iction and heresy. Yet, when any church group chooses 
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to wed itself to the past, it has then forsaken the con- 
temporaneousness of Christ and its ability to meet the 
need of its day. Bondage to the past is one of the most 
clever and successful methods the enemy has ever dis- 
covered to blind the thinking and shackle the effectiveness 
of the church. It is a well-known fact t hat the Roman 
Catholic Church has greatly incapacitated itself by its 
stubborn adherence to ancient and medieval times. Nat- 
urally, they have carried it to the most absurd extremes 
by preaching their sermons in Latin, a dormant tongue. 
This has been done in the belief that the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is of such purity that it can be preached only in 
the pristine tongue that first spread it throughout the 
world. We Protestants realize rather that the gospel of 
Christ is so pure that it serves to sanctify the language 
of every day and every people. 

Someone will always raise the objection that adapta- 
bility is similar to compromise. This is by no means true. 
Changing to meet the needs of a present age is not to be 
mistaken with conforming to the world. Romans 12:2 says, 
“And be not conformed to this world: but be ye trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God.” To be conformed to the world is to have the heart 
of the world and the love of the world. This should be 
guarded against with the utmost rigidity, but to use pres- 
ent-day means to reach present-day people is quite an- 
other thing. 


First, CONSIDER the methods of the church. 
Sometime ago an unbeliever stated that he would go to 
church when the pastor quit driving his automobile and 
went to church riding a lowly donkey in the way Christ 
did. We all smile at such absurdity as this; still it rep- 
resents an extreme to which marriage to the past can 
lead us. The Church of God must take advantage of every 
opportunity to improve its methods and its program. The 
duty of the Church is that it be able to change constantly 
to meet its day and yet remain unchanged. 

The radio ministry is a good example. We all recognize 
the fact that radio is an excellent way to put the gospel 
into every home. Someone had to be the first to preach 
the gospel message on the radio, and it is known that 
many criticized and may continue to criticize this method 
of promoting the kingdom of God. None of us question it 
today—because we have followed this step naturally and 
successfully. When, however, we begin to substitute the 
radio ministry for the worship of God in His house, then 
we have exceeded our authority and done despite to the 
Word of grace. Hebrews 10:25 tells us not to forsake “the 
assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as 
ye see the day approaching.” We must clearly understand 
that to adapt ourselves to such present-day methods is 
by no means the same as to compromise our principles 
and desecrate our doctrine. 


Just AS THE time comes that a church must 
change its methcds in order to reach the people, so must it 
constantly examine its doctrines and dogmas in order 
to keep its teachings free of corrosion and in order to 
grow in the grace and. knowledge of our Lord. The con- 
stant examination of its doctrines does not mean that 
they are to be abrogated or rescinded, but that they should 
be clarified and elucidated. By the very frequency of their 
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affirmation, they may become meaningless unless the 
phrasing in which they are couched is unmistakable to 
those who would know them. This may at times necessi- 
tate a revision in order to retain the permanent truth and 
discard the obsolete. One of the strongest pillars in the 
teachings of the Church of God is the fact that they are 
subject to diligent perusal, clarification, and revision when 
necessary. Were it otherwise, we would be stalemated and 
static. The church who keeps itself under surveillance will, 
instead, achieve stability and permanency. 

Many times principles and tenets that are essential and 
inviolable become buried under the corrosive tradition un- 
til they become impotent. It is because of this danger 

. that there needs to be constant scrutiny of all beliefs 
and a reaffirmation of that which is needed and good. 
Not to be willing to make changes that become necessary 
is.to block completely any chance for growth and cor- 
rection. Religious history is replete with instances of 
change—not changes of truth, or principle, but a cutting 
away of useless tradition and an adding of required clari- 
fication. 


WHEN JESUS LIVED on earth, He did despite 
to no principle or doctrine of the Jewish religion—yet He 
was in constant conflict with the religious leaders of His 
day. Why? Because they had allowed themselves to be- 
come bound by the past and abhorred change. For 
instance, the Sabbath law in its pure interpretation 
was made to be a delight to man, yet their tradi- 
tions had grown like a binding weed about it until it 
was an entirely odious law. The spirit of the Sabbath 
commandment had been smothered under a blanket of 
legalism. Because Jesus clarified the law and exempli- 
fied the spirit of the Sabbath, and in doing so clashed 
with the appended traditions of the Jews, He was branded 
as a rebel and a heretic. Yet Jesus was willing to change 
these traditions in order to preserve the spirit of the doc- 
trine. Paul did the same. 

Martin Luther refused to be bound by tradition and was 
not frightened by change. He discarded the outdated, de- 
stroyed the unscriptural, clarified the obscure, and reaf- 
firmed that which was good. For his pains he was called 
a rebel, a heretic, and a devil. Actually, he was a reformer, 
a restorer. A drastic situation called for a drastic ref- 
ormaticn. If the church had been wise through the ages, 
it would have kept itself under constant self-examination, 
to correct its errors as they were made, thus avoiding 
their accumulation and the need of violent reform in the 
end. 

Many whom we now regard as heroes of the Christian 
faith were in their day called heterodox enemies of the 
faith. Why? Because they were willing to examine the 
church and test her motives and policies. Because they 
dared to question the doctrines to see whether they had 
sound and scriptural foundation. Because they were willing 
to accept further illumination on the Scriptures as in their 
studies, God honored them. Because they refused to be- 
come static or stale, but insisted on a fresh and vigorous 
delineation and emphasis of all the truth. In short, they 
were willing to prove all things and hold fast to that 
which is good. 

If these be the marks of rebellion, then rebels they were, 
and rebels all of us need to be today. Rather than signi- 
fying rebellion, however, they are a mark of life and vigor, 
both spiritually and mentally. 
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WE SHOULD NEVER be afraid to question or 
examine ourselves. It is not enough to know what we be- 
lieve without’ knowing why we believe it. If there is i Y 
reason for believing it, perhaps it is a prejudice, or an 
opinion, or a vogue, or a needless tradition. Never should 
we be fearful or timid about some change when it is 
needed and proper. The Church of God has this heart that 
seeks the better way, the illuminated way, the scriptural 
way, the perfect way. In our methcds, we have been willing 
to. seek and to experiment until the perfect is found. Those 
who are familiar with our history are aware of this 
adaptability to the need of the present day. Those who 
attended the recent General Assembly know also of the | 
spirit that will “prove gll things,’ that will amend where 
the more perfect way is found, and that will clarify where 
there is ambiguity or uncertainty. This is good-—even 
though it may at times frighten the timorous and the in- 
experienced. As long as hearts are right, the stakes of our 
Church are secure, and we make them all the more secure 
when we put them to the test and replace the acceptable 
with the perfect. Death will come when and if we think 
we are beyond improvement; when and if we let what 
we are be determined by what has always been instead of 
what is best today. 








Convictions and 
Prejudices 


O YOU FEEL VERY STRONGLY about certain 
SPyissner—etine for or against them? It may be 

that you really have a heartfelt convicton 
about the matter—but there is an equal chance that you 
only have a prejudice. Prejudices are usually very bad, 
for that indicates that you have judged something be- 
fore you heard both sides of it, and that you radically 
hold a view without any good reason. Convictions are 
good, for they are reached only after careful study and 
analysis of the subject; they are reached through the 
accumulation of facts and evidences. Keep your convic- 
tions, but discard your prejudices before they ruin you 
and others. 

A good criterion by which to know a conviction from a 
prejudice is this: you can discuss a conviction in a private 
conversation with one of opposing views in calm, quiet 
conversational speech, when you must rely upon facts; but 
you cannot treat a prejudice so calmly, for, lacking facts, 
you must resort to loud speech, ranting, stubbornness or 
rudeness. Any belief you can promote from the pulpit bet- 
ter than in calm discussion with one person of opposite 
faith may prove to be merely a prejudice. 

Consider the things that cause you strong feeling: the 
race question, politics, church denominations, church 
doctrines, or any other. Are your views really convictions, 
or are they prejudices? While your views may be good 
and proper, they still need to be founded upon the con- 
viction that comes from cold reasoning. Hot-headed prej- 
udices may be your undoing—for they are not worthy 
foundations. Do not depend upon bluster and emotion to 


prove your views. Be reasonable; arrive at sincere con- 
victions; then stand on and for them. we 
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| SAID, “UGHH"” 


By HART R. ARMSTRONG 
President of Evangelical Press Association 


Your mental and spiritual appetite reveals much about you. 


Is yours cultivated properly? 


table in the cafeteria where the waitress was un- 

loading .a tray for someone and arranging plates on 
the table. Mashed potatoes with gravy, and on the same 
plate french fries. Two kinds of bread. Chicken pie with a 
big starchy looking roll atop, potato salad. Inwardly my 
stomach began to swell as I thought of all that starch. 
Pudding, and a bottle of pop to top it off! 
; I looked to see who the tray belonged to. A young teen- 
age girl, fat, of course, but with an expectant and satis- 
fied look as she viewed the food being set out for her. 

I mused, thinking of the appetite and preferences she 
had for that sort of food. Probably you couldn’t force her 
to eat carrots, spinach, salads—the things that might be 
better for her body. Evidently a result of faulty training 
in the home! She hadn’t been given the right kind of food; 
hadn’t gotten the taste for healthful protein and mineral 
foods. What a lot depends on training, after all. The hu- 
man body must be trained to eat the right kind of foods; 
and what we become accustomed to, that is what we pre- 
fer. We desire the things we become used to eating. 

The same fact holds good in the matter of mental and 
spiritual food. How many times I have said a mental or 
spiritual “Ughh!” when passing a newsstand counter and 
seeing the lurid displays of sensational and sexy magazines 
and pocketbooks. How the heart aches as you see people 
clustered around these stands seeking some newer and 
more exciting book or magazine to whip up their jaded 
mental appetites. 

What’s the trouble? Their mental and spiritual appe- 
tites have been developed wrong. They come from homes 
where the only reading available is the worldly, frivolous 
or sensational. Comic books and Sunday papers are more 
in evidence than the Bible or a good wholesome book. They 
have no time for a church publication, and the worth- 
while religious journals or books of the day never find an 
entrance to these homes. Children grow up to glut them- 
selves on the picture books, and soon graduate to the sex 
and crime novels. Even the old “Westerns” of bygone days 
would seem wholesome in comparison with the modern 
spue of reading materials being devoured by our people 
today. 


Uf is: I said within me as I looked at the next 


A FRIEND of mine stood in a Chicago railroad 
terminal waiting to pay for a newspaper. Up strode a fine 
important-looking man. “Surely a banker or a great in- 
dustrialist,” thought my friend as he noted the expensive 
cigar clenched between his teeth and the diamonds flash- 
ing from his tie clasp. He’ll pick the Wall Street Journal 
or Fortune, for sure. But no! The man grabbed a comic 
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book, dug for a ten-cent piece, and went his way. What a 
letdown! But everywhere you see the modern taste for 
reading has degenerated. Watch a group of soldiers get on 
a train. What do they carry to while the hours away? 
Comic books or crime novels. Look at mothers and fathers 
sharing the comic magazines of the kiddies. Watch what 
people are reading—confession magazines, sex stories, hor- 
ror comics, wild impossible adventure stories. 

“Ughh!” What. an appetite! What vile stuff to feed your 
mind and soul upon! 

The. greater tragedy is-the fact that in our Christian 
homes the right reading habits are not being given to our 
youth. The daily reading of the Bible is a forgotten art in 
most Christian homes today. And with the passing of the 


’ family altar, we have lost one of the greatest bulwarks of 


Christian America, Instead of our Christian homes having 
their church publications and good gospel literature on 
their tables,-you will find the worldly and modern maga- 
zines. Perhaps not the sexy and sensational materials— 
God forbid that such should be found in a Christian home 
—but generally the worldly literature is there in prefer- 
ence to the truly Christian materials. 

As a result, Christians today, and their children, who are 
being reared in supposedly Christian surroundings, are 
getting a taste for the highly illustrated, bordering-on-the- 
sinful modern magazines and books of our world today. 
The Bible bores them; they know it should be read, but 
when they do it it is done as a chore, something to be 
hurried over and gotten through. The publication of their 
church is seldom picked up, and quite frequently never 
enters the home—while editors work and worry to increase 
circulation and try to get people to read their material. 
Wholesome Christian books seem flat and dead to such 
jaded appetites. 


MANY Christians today are poorly informed 
religiously and spiritually, but are well acquainted with the 
things of the world—the current news, politics, the base- 
ball and football scores, the latest movies, the lurid news 
of crime and sex slayings. They probably couldn’t tell you 
the name of the head of their denomination, but they 
know the names of the players on the Dodgers or Cardinals 
teams, and they know who starred in the last Hollywood 
movie. They doubtlessly would flunk out if you asked them 
to name five missionaries on the field of their dendémina- 
tional missionary program, but they could give you the 
results of the last five races at Belmont or Louisville, and 
they could tell you exactly what is happening to Super- 
man, to Dick Tracy, and Lil Abner. ; 

(Continued on page 10) 
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established than the fact of the “first coming of 

Christ.” But, as His first coming did not fulfill 
all prophecies concerning His coming, it is therefore evi- 
dent that there is another coming. From the day He was 
taken up while His disciples gazed into the heavens, His 
true followers have believed He would return some day. 
Therefore, we sing about it, preach about it, and talk 
about it so much that our conversation reaches heaven 
from whence we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, “who shall change our vile body that it may be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the 
working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto 
himself.” The apostle Peter tells us that the prophets 
themselves did not clearly understand the difference be- 
tween the sufferings and glory of Christ. That is, they did 
not see there was a time space between the CROSS and 
the CROWN. But we have no excuse; we live on this side 
of the cross; we can readily pick out the prophecies that 
were fulfilled at Christ’s first coming. Then we know that 
the others are associated with His second coming. 

In his letter to the Hebrews, the writer classifies the 
three “appearings of Christ.” First, “hath appeared to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” Second, “for Christ 
is not entered into the holy place made with hands, which 
are the figure of the true; but into heaven itself, NOW 
to appear in the presence of God for us.” Third, “so 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and 
unto them that look for him shall he appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation.” In his letter to Titus, 
Paul brings out the doctrinal significance of these ap- 
pearings. As our Redeemer, He gave Himself (through 
death) for us that He might redeem us from all iniquity 
and purify unto Himself a peculiar people zealous of good 
works. As a Priest, He is ever at the right hand of God 
making intercession for us. When He comes again, they 
who died in the faith of Christ shall be raised from the 
dead. We who live in Christ shall be changed and be 
caught up together with them to meet the Lord in the air. 
While the first and second comings of Christ are separated 
by this dispensation (the church age), they are never- 
theless not complete in themselves. They are both nec- 
essary to complete the plan of salvation. The first coming 
was for the salvation of our soul. THANK GOD, the sec- 
ond coming is for the salvation of the body, for there 
can be no resurrection of the body until Christ comes 
back. 


S Jessi IS NO FACT in human history more clearly 


THE FACT OF HIS COMING 


WE have the testimony of Jesus Himself, say- 
ing, “For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
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By H. D. WILLIAMS 


MJ 


Father with his angels, and then shall he reward every 
man according to his works.” We have the testimony of 
heavenly beings. While the disciples watched Jesus being 
taken up into heaven, two angels appeared, saying, “This 
same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven shall 
so come in like manner as you see him go into heaven.” 
Paul testified that he was “looking for that blessed hope 
and the GLORIQUS APPEARING of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.” The apostle James urged the 
followers of Christ to be patient unto the coming of the 
Lord. And Enoch, also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied 
of these things, saying, “Behold the Lord cometh with ten 
thousand of his saints to execute judgment upon all, and 
convince all that are ungodly among them of all their 
ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of 
all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him.” Paul, in all his epistles, refers but 13 times 
to baptism, while he speaks of the Lord’s return 50 times. 
One verse in every 30 reflects the second coming of Christ. 
There are 20 times as many references in the Old Testa- 
ment to Christ’s second coming as to His first coming. 


The testimony of the Lord’s Supper—“For as often as ye 
eat this bread and drink this cup ye do shew (testify 
of your faith) the Lord’s death till he comes.” The Lord’s 
Supper is not a permanent ordinance. It will be dis- 
continued when the Lord returns. It is a memorial feast 
(all Christians should participate in the Communion ser- 
vice lest we lose faith in His coming again); it looks back 
to the cross and forward to His second coming. While 
the majority of professing Christians admit the fact of 
the second coming of Christ, nevertheless they are not 
agreed as to the manner or time. Some say His coming 
is spiritual and was fulfilled at Pentecost. It was not 
Christ, but the Holy Ghost who came at Pentecost, and 
His coming was conditioned on Christ’s absence. Jesus 
said, “It is expedient for you that I go away, for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if 
I depart, I will send him unto you.” If the Holy Ghost is 
another manifestation of Christ, then they are identical. 
That would disqualify the Trinity. The fact is the whole 
New Testament was written after Pentecost and declares 
more than 150 times that the second coming of Christ 
was still future. More than that, none of the events pre- 
dicted as accompanying the second coming of Christ oc- 
curred at Pentecost, such as the resurrection of the dead 
and the translation of saints. 

Some say death is the second coming of Jesus, but Christ 
could not come to earth every time a person dies, for more 
than one reason. It is said that a soul passes into eternity 
every second. That would necessitate Christ’s remaining 
continually on earth. Also, Christ is engaged in His High 
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The fact, time, and 


manner of Christ's 


Second Coming 


Priestly functions in heaven and could not leave to come 
to earth for every soul. The fact is that at death the be- 
liever goes to Christ. So Christ does not come for him. 
Death is always spoken of as a departure, being absent 
from the body and being at home with the Lord. 


THE TIME 


Or the exact time we cannot be certain. Jesus 
said, “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no not 
the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father.” After His resurrection and before His ascension, 
Jesus refused to satisfy the curiosity of His disciples, say- 
ing to them, “It is not for you to know the times and 
seasons which the Father hath put in his own power.” 


THE MANNER OF HIS COMING 


He will return in the same manner in which He went 
away. He went up bodily and visibly; He will return in 
like manner. He went away in a cloud; He will return in 
a cloud. “Behold he cometh with clouds, and every eye 
shall see him, and they also which pierced him and all 
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him.” Of 
course, there are to be two stages of the second coming of 
Christ. The first is called the rapture (the believers being 
caught up and out of this world). The second is called 
the revelation. The time between the two events is to be 
not less than seven years. This time will be occupied in 
heaven by the JUDGMENT OF BELIEVERS FOR WORKS, 
then the marriage supper; and on earth by the GREAT 
TRIBULATION. 

The rapture is described by Paul in 1 Thessalonians 
4:15-17, “For this we say unto you by the word of the 
Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming 
of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For 
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we which 
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord.” So, you see the rapture 
will be twofold: to resurrect the dead in Christ and to 
catch away the living saints. Paul placed great emphasis 
on the twofold character of the rapture in his immortal 
chapter on the resurrection, saying, “Behold, I shew you 
a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For 
this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put 
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expounded 


on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. (The 
raptured saints can shout) O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory?” This great future event is 
the Christian’s “blessed hope.” Most Chrisitans, when 
speaking of their hope, refer to their hope of salvation. 
But salvation to the believer is a present possession. The 
Christian’s hope, then, is the “return of his Lord.” 


Man is a threefold being. He has a body, 
soul, and spirit. For him to die is to lose his body. He 
knows he cannot get his body back until the resurrection. 
He knows, also, there can be no resurrection until Christ 
returns to earth. Therefore, to him Christ’s return is that 
“blessed hope.” Not only if he dies will he be raised, but 
if Christ comes while he is living, he will be changed and 
caught up to be with the Lord. This blessed hope is also 
a “purifying hope,” because every man that hath this 
hope purifieth himself. (That is, every one who is looking 
for the Lord’s return will strive to be holy.) This blessed 
hope will help us to establish our hearts and patiently 
work and wait for His coming. We are admonished by 
His Word to be patient and establish our hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh. “Watch ye therefore: 
for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, 
at even, or at midnight, or at the cock crowing, or in the 
morning: lest coming he find you sleeping. And what I say 
unto you I say unto all, Watch.” We shall not want Him 
to come and find us doing questionable things or in ques- 
tionable places. We shall not want to be found hoarding 
money, but rather having laid up treasures in heaven by 
spreading the gospel of good news to all men. This “blessed 
hope” will not allow us to be idle and indifferent, but will 
fill us with holy zeal. It is a noteworthy fact that those 
who believe in the premillennial second coming of Christ 
are the most consecrated, unselfish workers in the Lord’s 
service. 


FRIEND, ARE YOU a Christian? Are you a 
believer in the doctrine of the second coming of Christ? 
Are you trying to lead others to know the blessed Saviour? 
If not, I beseech you to drop everything; settle this ques- 
tion whether you will be caught up to meet the Lord in 
the air when He comes, and thus escape the awful days 
coming upon this earth, days in which no man can buy 
or sell unless he has the “mark of the beast”; and those 
who have that mark will be eternally doomed. 

The rapture of the saints will be a surprise to the world. 
Jesus said, “Watch therefore: for you know not what hour 
your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the goodman 


(Continued on page 10) 
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COLLEGE EDUCATION consists largely of the 
_Aisacine of certain books. Anyone, whether or not 

he has had opportunity to earn a degree, may be- 
come a man of broad learning if he follows the three 
basic rules for serious reading. 

The first of these is selection. “Of making many books 
there is no end” (Ecclesiastes 12:12). Millions of titles 
are listed in our great libraries. More than 10,000 new 
volumes are published each year in the United States, of 
which 700 are classified as religious. We have not learned 
how to read until we have made an intelligent choice from 
the important works in this vast reservoir. The place to 
begin is in the counsel of those who know the best books. 
Bibliographies and other. listings in our libraries are also 
helpful, as. well as other mention of sources upon which 
informed. men depend. We may find our way among new 
publications by watching publishers’ announcements, re- 
viewers’ columns, the shelves of bookstores and libraries. 

Nor have we learned how to read until we are able to 
select worth-while subjects on which to read. A wise pro- 
gram will find us occupied with history at one time, the- 
ology at another, biography at another. Some schedule 
their time in such a way that they read regularly once 
each week in each of several chosen areas of thought. Each 
field with which we acquaint ourselves enriches our find- 
ings in other subjects. 

Selection is no less necessary within a particular book, 
unless our purpose is to master some noble volume. Few 
works demand careful study; in many we must learn to 
skip judiciously material with which we are already fa- 
miliar, to pass by. excess berbiage, to search out the essence 
of what the author is trying to say. 

Most new books simply restate what has been better 
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By S. MAXWELI 


,' = are your those haste principles for Seriou 


Selection, Comprehensic 


said long before. We waste our time; we do not read 
wisely, if we examine every word in a chapter which fails 
to stimulate our thinking or which makes no real con- 
tribution to our knowledge. 

Lord Bacon has given us the best statement ever writ- 
ten on this necessity for selection. He said that some books 
are “to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few 
to be chewed and digested: that is, some books are to be 
read only in parts; others to be read, but not curiously; 
and some few to be read wholly, and with diligence and 
attention. 


THE SECOND RULE for reading has to do 
with our comprehension. “Understandest thou what thou 
readest?” (Acts 8:30.) Give close attention to the three 
parts in your book: the preliminaries, the text, and the 
reference matter. In the preliminaries, do not overlook 
the title; it may be the real key to what is between the 
covers. Identify the author, for few unknown men are 
worth reading. Who is the publisher? Some of them can- 
not be trusted. An unknown printer is to be viewed with 
suspicion. Look at the date: an old scientific work may be 
almost useless; an old theological tome is likely to be bet- 
ter than a new one. 

Always read the preface. It gives the author’s point of 
view, his purpose in writing, necessary instructions in the 
use of his book. The table of contents is like a road map. 
Pass it by and you may miss the general plan, or the one 
section for which you have long been searching among 
many books. If you commonly skip introductions, read 
the one in your dictionary and see what you have been 
missing. 

Notice the reference material. The index is the back 
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door to a book, a guide to its selective reading. {t is in- 
dispensable if you are engaged in research on certain sub- 
jects. Footnotes are placed where they are so as not to 
interrupt your reading, but they are invaluable when you 
want a cross reference or the authority for some state- 
ment. 

With the text before you, you are ready to “give atten- 
dance to reading” (1 Timothy 4:13). Determine to under- 
stand precisely what the author means by his important 
words, sentences, and paragraphs. Keep a dictionary at 
your side. Can you state in your own words the proposi- 
tion which the writer has set forth? If you cannot, you do 
not know what you have been reading. Even though you 
may have been entertained, you have not read well. 


PURPOSIVE READING is work; it requires the 
expenditure of energy; it demands concentration if it is 
not to be a waste of time. Therefore, you may have to 
renounce your easy chair, and sit at a table with pencil 
and paper at hand. If you own the book, it may help you 
to underline a noteworthy sentence, to make marginal 
notations, to index on the flyleaf the material which has 
been of greatest interest to you. You may need to stop 
and write when you have covered as much material as 
your mind can retain. 

Pause and reflect. Remember the old rule for Bible study, 
“Thou shalt meditate therein” (Joshua 1:8). Bacon’s sage 
counsel is pertinent for secular books: “Read not to con- 
tradict and confute, nor to believe and take for granted, 
nor to find talk and discourse, but to weigh and consider. 
This is the great secret both of reading to profit, and of 
making the best choice of what we read.” 
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or ability. 
condemn it; the simple admire it; the wise use 


Reading serves for delight, for ornament, 


The craf 
it.—Bacon. 


The pleasure of reading without application is a dang- 
erous pleasure. Useless books we should lay aside, and make 
all possible good use of those from which we may reap 
some fruit.—Foster. 


THE THIRD RULE for reading is the preser- 
vation of what you have found of value. 

“The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in 
hunting; but the substance of a diligent man is precious” 
(Proverbs 12:27). Reading is hunting. Do not lose forever 
what you have found, as you surely will unless you have 
a system of literary bookkeeping. Not only does writing out 
a new idea clarify your.own thinking and help you to 
remember and use what you have found; it makes it ac- 
cessible ever afterward when you need it. 

One of my dearest friends is today an outstanding au- 
thority on the Word of God. He became so after he, first 
of all, gave himself to reading every truly important work 
he could get his hands on. He taught himself how to select 
the best works from the same libraries that are open to us 
all. He read with his understanding, and then he began a 
card index of what he took in hunting. This he has kept 
carefully ever since. This man, under God and the en- 
abling of the Holy Spirit, has the respect and love of the 
Lord’s people to a degree not often seen, largely because 
he knows how to read. Diligently he has followed the 
threefold rule of selection, comprehension, and preserva- 
tion. This has given him something God can use, and 
therefore God has used him. 

Anyone may become a person of culture, true learning, 
and wide usefulness if he will teach himself how to read, 
and then apply himself to a program of reading, planning 
his work, and working his plan. “Seest thou a man diligent 
in his business? he shall stand before kings; he shall not 
stand before mean men” (Proverbs 22:29). 


—Moody Monthy. 
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I SAID, “UGHH!” 
(Continued from page 5) 


It is time to realize that the things which belong to the 
church, to the work of the missionaries, to the cause of 
Christ throughout the world are the things which are im- 
portant to Christians. As saints of God we are to “set our 
affection on things above, and not on things on the earth.” 
Jesus warns us, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, but lay up 
treasures in heaven.” John declares that “friendship with 
the world is enmity with God,” and that “the world pass- 
eth away and the lust (pleasure) thereof, but he that do- 
eth the will of God abideth forever.” Jesus points out that 
the good seed of the Word of God, when choked out by 
the cares and deceitfulness of the world, becomes unfruit- 
ful; and He further shows that at the time of His second 
coming, those servants who “eat and drink with the drunk- 
en” will be caught unaware, and the Lord will mete judg- 
ment to such as have lost their interest in spiritual things 
and have been captured by worldly pleasures. 


As Christians we have no time to fill our 
spiritual and mental beings with the frivolous and abom- 
inable works of the world. We must rethink our attitudes 
toward the worldly literature of our modern day. We must 
recultivate our mental and spiritual appetites and stop 
filling our souls with the husks that come from the worldly 
swill barrels of the popular magazine and book publishers. 

How can this be done? By voluntarily and positively 
turning from that which is not good, and forcing yourself 
to read the good things. It’s just like you teach Junior to 
eat carrots. Force them down him until he has developed 
an appetite and a liking for them. The more you read the 
Bible, your church papers, the Christian books and maga- 
zines which are now available, the more you will want 
to read them. The farther you get from the old stuff of 
the world, the more you’ll want to stay away from it. 

Cultivate a taste for the right kind of literature—Chris- 
tian literature! 





THE SECOND COMING OF THE LORD 
(Contined from page 7) 


of the house had known what hour the thief would come, 
he would: have watched, and not have suffered his house 
to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such 
an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.” If the 
coming of Christ is near at hand, why are there not more 
preachers crying aloud this great message? My answer 
is, They are too much taken up with materialism and 
social reform, trying to reform society, trying to bring 
about the millennium through their own human agencies. 
The rapture will be the most startling event of this age 
or dispensation. “As the lightning cometh out of the east 
and shineth unto the west, so shall the coming of the Son 
of man be.” That’s the way Jesus put it. It is to occur 
in the “twinkling of an eye” and all over the earth at the 
same time. ° 

This fact is also stated by our Lord, saying, “Two shall 
be in the bed; one shall be taken, and the other left. 
Two shall be grinding; one shall be taken, and the other 
left. Two shall be working the field; one taken, and the 
other left.” In some parts of the world it will be night; 
in some parts morning; in some, noon; and in some, 
evening. This shows that the rapture will happen all over 
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the earth at the same time. On the day of that glorious 
event the air will be filled with the “spirits” of the (dead 
in Christ) coming back to earth to get their bodies, raised 
and glorified. Whether the cemeteries and country grave- 
yards will look like plowed fields, I do not know; whether 
the monuments and grave slabs will be overturned and 
the vaults be shattered by the exodus of those who found 
their last resting place there, I do not know; whether the 
sainted dead will slip out of the graves without disturbing 
them, as Jesus did when He arose, I do not know. The 
mystery of these things does not disturb my faith in the 
second coming of Christ. When He descends from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God, the dead in Christ will rise. There will 
be no graves so deep, no catacombs so rock-covered, no 
pyramids with walls so thick but what the sound of the 
trump of God shall penetrate them, and the dead in 
Christ shall hear the cry: “Awake, ye sleeping saints, and 
arise from the dead; it is MORNING, the morning of the 
first resurrection.” 





THE BODY OF THIS DEATH 
By A. M. Quick 
Sin has within itself the seed of death: 
Of death and hell and all the reeling years 
Of dread eternities; the haunting fears 
Of nameless terrors, and the blasting breath 
Of never ceasing fire that burns for aye 
Yet not consumes, wherein lost souls bewail 
Ever and evermore without avail 


Their lost salvation and departed day. 


This is the fruitage all unfailing, sure, 
The destiny inevitably thine, 

O soul that nourishes the seed impure, 
Refusing cieansing of the blood divine: 

Hopeless to mourn forevermore in hell 


Who should with angel hosts in heaven dwell. 





Prayer Conferences 


INDIANA November 18-21 Mishawaka 
NEBRASKA November 4-5 Fairbury 
PENNSYLVANIA March 23-24-2 p. m. Williamsburg 
CALIFORNIA December 2-3 Porterville 
ILLINOIS October 28-30 Chicago 
MISSISSIPPI November 20-21-7 p. m. Jackson 
LOUISIANA November 4-6 Bogalusa 
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FAAS IIIA 


Estevan, Saskatchewan, Canada 


ANNOUNCES 
ITS FALL OPENING 


Oct. 27, 1952 
+ 


SUBJECTS TAUGHT WILL BE: 


Personal Evangelism 
Pentateuch 

Old Testament History 
Bible Atlas 


Missions 


Pauline Epistles 
Homiletics 

Systematic Theology 
Church History 

Pastoral Counseling 
Major and Minor Prophets 
Life of Christ 

Teacher's Training 
Christian Evidence 

Music and others 


STUDENTS FROM STATES ARE 
INVITED TO ATTEND 


Full cost per term, including 
room, ae tuition is 


TERM CLOSES April 3, 1953 


DARREL L. LINDSAY 
President 


HAAKON ELIASON 
Vice-President 


JAMES A. STEPHENS 
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HEART CRIES 


By MRS. F. W. GOFF 


1 Samuel 1:13a, “Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only 
her lips moved, but her voice was not beard.” 


OW BLESSED THE Christian 

whose very life is so perme- 

ated with the spirit of devo- 
tion that at any time her heart can 
cry out to God. 

From this inwara communion with 
God we can draw strength and sweet- 
ness which will enable us to fulfill 
our duties and be loving and patient 
with all of our household. Our Chris- 
tian life is sustained by our daily con- 
tact with God, but often the cares of 
the day fall so heavily upon us that 
we fail to draw strength as we need 
it. At last we awake to the fact that 
praying is not a position of the body 
or beautiful phrases, nor does it nec- 
essarily have to be audible words, but 
it is the cry of the heart to God who 
is the Source, the Fountainhead of all 
our blessing. God is interested in the 
small things, even what others might 
call insignificant things, yet God 
would have us bring to Him all the 
needs of our everyday life, our family, 
our friends, our work. 

It has been said that the average 
Christian does not draw on his, or 
her, prayer resources, but when we 
have learned the secret of the apos- 
tle’s command, “Pray without ceas- 
ing,” our inner life will find a depth 
in God we have never known before. 


A SAINTLY colored 
maid was questioned about her meth- 
od of prayer. “I ain’t got no method,” 
she replied. “While I wash de clothes 
I asks de Lord to wash hearts whiter 
than snow. While I iorns ’em I re- 
minds Him of de troubles and prob- 


lems that need iorning out. While I 


sweeps de flo’ I jest asks Him to sweep 
out faultfindin’ from the hidden cor- 
ners of my heart, so He can bless—an’ 
He always does.” What better method 
of the Bible admonition to Peay with- 
out ceasing” could we find than this? 

Though our hands are busy with the 
cares of the home, our hearts cry and 
God understands. Thus Moses cried 
aged God, yet said nothing. Exodus 





PRAYER TIME 


The — she darns the children’s 
socks, 
She prays for little stumbling feet; 
Each folded pair within its bor 
Fits Week bright sandals, sure and 
eet. 


While washing out, with mother pains, 

Small dusty suits and frocks and slips, 

She —— that God may cleanse the 
stains 


From little hands, and hearts, and 
lips. 
And when she breaks the fragrant 


bread, 
Or pours a portion in each cup, 
For grace to keep their spirits fed 
Her mother heart is lifted up. 


O busy ones, whose soul grows faint, 
Whose task seem longer than the day, 
It doesn’t take a cloistered saint 

To find a little time to pray. 


—Ruby Weyburn Tobias. 
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from the 
Foreign a a Executive Secretary’s Desk 


KER 
1030 Montgomery linen Cleveland, Tennessee 





Brother Lauster in Welshein Prison 


THE HAND OF GOD AND THE 
GESTAPO 


THE above is a title of a 
book soon to be off the press which 
embodies the actual story of our pre- 
cious Herman Lauster, of Germany. 

The story of when he faced the 
Gestapo. 

The story of when he was put at 
hard labor in a stone quarry in a 
prison garb and with his head shaven. 

The story of when he spent several 
sleepless nights in the prison of Wel- 
shein. 

A story of being marched ahead of 
howling dogs that nipped at his feet 
and legs while he tried his best to 
evade them. 
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A story of how his smuggled Bible 
was his best friend. 

In this booklet will be shown the 
picture of the prison house, the stone 
quarry, the place of execution, and a 
picture of Brother Lauster in the pris- 
on cell. 

Every cent of commission on this 
book will go for the cause of missions. 
Place your order today at the Church 
of God Missions Department, Mont- 
gomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee. 
Send check, cash, or money order 
with your order, please, and orders 
will be filled immediately. Prices: 30c 
per copy, $6.25 per 25 copies, $12 per 
50 copies, $22 per 100 copies. Postage 
prepaid. 


KANNAPOLIS, NORTH CAROLINA, 
HAS SIX MISSION SERVICES 


A LETTER from the fine 
pastor there, Rev. A. V. Beaube, came 
into this office which states, “Greet- 
ings from the great State of North 
Carolina and one of the leading 
churches in the Movement.” Brother 
Beaube emphasizes in his letter that 
during November 26-30 they are hay- 
ing a mission service every night. 
They will be having special speakers. 
The Executive Secretary of the mis- 
sion work will be present on the 27th 
and the 28th. 

These special meetings will be high- 
lighted with items of interest for the 
benefit of stimulating a zeal for God 
and His cause throughout the world. 

In my opinion many churches 
throughout the United States and 
Canada will take on a renewed zeal 
in these last and closing days for God. 





BIG DAYS AHEAD FOR .ANDERSON, 
SOUTH CAROLINA 


Rev. Wade H. Horton, 
pastor of the Church of God at An- 


derson, South Carolina, recently 
drafted a program to be carried out in 
his church which sponsors the first 
missionary convention of the Church 
of God of its kind, held November 
29, 30, at Anderson. 

This not only represents the Ander- 
son Church, but it is hoped the flame 
will be fanned into a blaze that will 
reach every church on the district and 
throughout the State of South Caro- 
lina. The services begin at 7 p.m., Sat- 
urday, November 29; Sunday, Novem- 
ber 30 at 10 am., 2 p.m., and 7 p.m. 

Speakers on the program will be the 
Rev. Paul H. Walker, Foreign Missions 
Executive Secretary; Rev. Zeno C. 
Tharp, General Overseer; Rev. H. C. 
Stoppe, Superintendent of the British 
West Indies; Brother Johnnie M. 
Owens, of Atlanta, Georgia; Rev. 
Leonard Carroll, President of Lee Col- 
lege; Rev. Ray Hughes, General 
Youth Director; Rev. C. E. French, re- 
turned missionary on furlough from 
India; and many others. Watch for 
further announcements. 

Brother Horton, in his zeal for 
God’s cause, announces further: 1. 
The tithing of all the offerings paid 
by the various auxiliaries of the 
Church. 2. The securing of pledges to 
climax the great mission day. 3. Ev- 
ery fifth Sunday in his church will 
be a special day for missions. 5. The 
goal to be reached is expected to be 
FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS! 
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THREE CHURCHES GOING UP 
IN GUATEMALA CITY 


oy | * EVEREND James and Rachelle 
. Beaty, of Guatemala City, 


write, “You already know we 
have, for some time, been in a great 
building program here in Guatemala 
City, and although the devil has raged 
many times to try to hinder the work, 
we can thank God that His presence 
has been felt continually. We are 
building three churches at one time, 
and it really keeps us on the go. We 
are anxiously awaiting the time when 
these churches will be completed, and 
then we can have a lasting monu- 
ment to the Church of God here in 
Guatemala City.” 

There is just a little note of sadness 
in Brother Beaty’s letter as he writes 
further, “Due to the building project 
here, our traveling expenses are high- 
er. We will try to cut down as much 
as possible, but to do justice to the 
work it demands our continual at- 
tention.” ° 

We know the Beaty’s are stretching 
every dollar just as much as they can, 
but you people who read this report in 
America also know that if you are in 
such a building program it takes ex- 
tra money, so let’s pray that God will 
supply it. I pass this information on 
to you, first, to let you know that God 
is working in Guatemala City as well 
as other sections of the world, and 
the Church of God is building monu- 
ments to King Emmanuel throughout 
the world by way of erecting fine 
church buildings where men and 
women, boys and girls are able to 
come to worship the Lord, and be 
saved and made ready for heaven and 
immortal glory. 





MISSION BOARD HAS 
SUCCESSFUL MEETING 


The Chairman, of the Missions Board, 
Reverend Earl P. Paulk, called the 
members in session on the 29th of Sep- 
tember to consider the agenda as had 
been prepared by the Executive Sec- 
retary, which contained 61 items. Each 
was duly considered. and approved in 
record time, which had far-reaching 
effect in the mission field, as well as 
mission promotion in the homeland. 

SPECIAL MISSION POLICY 
ADOPTE 


D 

A — on foreign missions, which 
has been in preparation for the past 
year and half or two years, has finally 
reached its culmination and will be in 
circulation in book form within the 
next few weeks. 

It covers such topics as, The Board 
Mission Policy on Missionary Fur- 
loughs, maenery Retirement, Ad- 
ministration and Financial Operation, 
Education, Comity, etc 
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When God saved me and I became 


a Christian, I promised Him I would 
work for Him, that I would work just 
as hard, if not harder, as I did for the 
devil. Working for Him is a glorious 
work. I promised God I would preach, 
testify, or do whatever He called me 

do; so I want to testify to the 
world that in some recent dreams 
God has revealed His coming is near 
at hand, perhaps yet in 1952. It has 
been on my heart to relate these 
dreams in a small way, as a warning 
to poane to get ready for His coming. 
We should each examine ourselves 
and wi out any hidden sins or 
“stumbling blocks” that may keep us 
from being ready. 

First, I dreamed that I had been 
taken away to heaven. I was standing 
in the doorway to heaven, and sud- 
denly it was as if a whirlwind picked 
me up and took me away. en I 
awoke I was out of my bed and stand- 
ing in the center of the floor. I then 
heard the whirlwind whisk away and 
I awoke completely with a heavy 
heart, burdened for souls, burdened 
for those who thought they were 
ready for heaven; but it was cases of 
just “almost ready.” 

Not long after this dream I again 
dreamed of Jesus’ coming. I was 
standing in the yard with my daugh- 
ter-in-law, and suddenly four soldiers 
appeared in the sky, not military men, 
but in uniforms alike and with no 
spots or wrinkles. I said, “Look, Jesus 
is coming.” And the soldiers began to 
disappear, leaving one bright halo in 
the sky. Around the halo appeared 
faces of many ople, so beautiful 
with their beautiful skin and hair, so 
happy in Christ. Suddenly they left 
the halo and a woman all in white ap- 
peared. She walked to the edge of the 
cloud and bent down towards the 
earth and reached her hand out to 
the earth. As I awoke with this pic- 
ture on my mind I felt that the sol- 
diers were Jesus’ children already 
passed on, and the woman in white is 
still urging and beckoning all of us 
to get ready for Christ’s coming. 

One more dream I must tell is that 
I looked up and saw a most beauti- 
ful baby. I called, “Look at the beau- 
tiful baby up there.” Suddenly there 
was a great number of people around 
me. One young man tapped me on the 
shoulder. I turned and looked at him 
and asked him if he believed Jesus 
was coming. He said, “No,” that he 
had seen lots of things in the clouds. 
I then awoke with the thought of the 
backslider on my heart. uly God 
will call His children home soon out 
of this world of turmoil and strife. 
We must be ready, backslider, sinner, 
lukewarm Christians. Are you ready? 
Can you truthfully say, “If Christ 


should come at this moment I am 
ready.”—Mrs. Mabel Norris, Box 561, 
Chiefland, Fla. 

This morning about four o’clock I 
awoke with severe pains in my back 
and stomach. Getting out of bed, I 
found that my breath was so short 
and the pains so severe, that I called 
my wife. the time she reached me 
I was gasp ng for breath, and she be- 
gan to pray for me. She kept praying 
and holding on to God for me, an 
He intervened at once. It seems that 
I could not have lived another five 
moments if God had not healed. He 
has healed us many times in the last 
thirty-five years we have known Him. 
We give Him all the praise—V. V. 
Echols, Box 522; Clovis, California. 

We church members here at Cen- 
terville, Iowa, praise God for His won- 
derful blessings to us here. First, we 
thank God for our good pastor, Rev. 
L. J. Stone and family, who came to 
us from South Carolina. The church 
has made great peomzons under the 
leadership of Brother Stone. Our Sun- 
day School has tripled, we have more 
than doubled our membership, we 
have built Sunday School rooms in 
our basement, have purchased a new, 
all-modern parsonage, have pur- 
chased auditorium seats, a Sunday 
School bus, and now have a broadcast 
from our church each Sunday. Our 
Daily Vacation Bible School exceeded 
all churches in our city with an en- 
rollment of 115. The power of God is 
felt in our services. We have six school 
teachers that have received the Holy 
Ghost and are members of our 
church. 

We appreciate the good leadership 
of our pe and we people here in 
the midwest ilove the Church of God 
and the power of God.—Arnold Sleeth, 
Reporter. 


I thank God for His wonderful heal- 
ing power. I thank Him for wonder- 
f ly healing my baby. I also i 
God for being saved, sanctified and 
filled with the Holy Ghost.—Mrs. Far- 

Horn. 

CHICAGO, Ill.—I praise the Lord 
for His blessings and for His keeping 
power. He has been so wonderful to 
me and my family. He has blessed 
and healed my boy so ay, times. 
Please pray for my family and for me 
to be healed.—Mrs. C. P. Haynes. 





NOTICES 


My new address is Box 201, Kincaid, 
Illinois, Phone 4581.—Ova Combs. 

I am open for revivals—Cleburn 
Byus, 4795 East 4th Avenue, Hialeah, 

orida. 

By the time you read this I shall be 
on my way. overseas. I want to be re- 
membered in prayer,:for salvation. I 
should like to receive letters from 
young Christians. am_ seventeen 
years old—John R. Harrell, S. A., Ist 
Division, U.S.S. Ajax (A.R.-6), care of 
jaan Post Office, San Francisco, Cal- 

ornia. 
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E/P NEWS... 


Late Church Statistics 


(EP)—The 1952 Yearbook of Ameri- 
can Churches, published by the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, has been 
released. Highlights include the fol- 


lowing: Nearly three out of every five 
Americans are members of a church 
or other religious body—a new high 
in the history of the nation. The na- 
tion’s two largest religious groups— 
Protestant and Roman Catholic—re- 
flected a gain of 2 per cent in 1951. 
Protestants number 52,000,000 and 
Catholics 29,000,000. Judaism is third, 
with 5,000,000. Protestants were 27 per 
cent of the total population of conti- 
nental United States in 1926; 33 per 
cent in 1950; and 34 per cent in 1951. 
Protestant church membership in- 
creased 65 per cent from 1926 to 1951; 
Catholics increased 57 per cent. Bap- 
tists bodies, includin: 11 different 
groups, outnumber other Protestant 
bodies with a reported membership of 
17,065,572. Methodist bodies are second 
with 11,352,345 members. In 1951 there 
were 250,877 Sunday Schools, with 2, 
998,741 teachers and officers, and a 
total membership of 30,685,149, a gain 
of 909,000 over 1950. By comparison, 
Southern Baptists have 17.12 per cent 
of the total Sunday School enrollment 
of all religious bodies; 10.90 per cent 
of the total Sunday Schools; and pro- 
duced 25.21 per cent of the total Sun- 
day School gain in 1951. 


Notes From the News 


Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, president 
of Dallas Theological Seminary, 
passed to his reward August 22, in 
Spokane, Washington. Dr. Chafer, 
founder of the Seminary, saw it grow 
to an enrollment of 300 men. 

Dr. B. B. McKinney, writer of more 
than 700 songs, died September 7, at 
Bryson City, North Carolina. He had 
been injured in an automobile acci- 
dent September 2 while en route home 
from Music Week at Ridgecrest. 

Dr. Rufus D. Reisdorph, Sun- 
day School secretary and editor of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church, is on a 
world tour surveying mission stations 
and Sunday Schools in Africa, Pales- 
tine, India, Australia, the Philippines, 
Formosa, and Japan. He is accompan- 
ied by Mrs. Reisdorph, general presi- 
dent of the Woman’s ionary So- 
ciety of the denomination. 

The high birth rate of the last 10 
years, as well as the extension of the 
life span, has brought about very sig- 
nificant changes in the age distribu- 
tion of our population. It is estimated 
that there are 62 per cent more chil- 
dren under five than there were in 
1940, and 45 per cent more children 
between the ages of 5 and 9. 

o take care of an anticipated in- 
crease of six million in school enroll- 
ment and meet the present backlog 
of replacements, it will require 600, 
000 new classrooms in the next five 
years at a cost of $16 billion. The U. S. 
Commissioner of Education reports 
that the shortage of schoolrooms is 
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“rapidly approaching a major na- 
tional catastrophe.” 

The dollar that was worth 100 cents 
in 1939 was worth 55.3 cents in June, 
a the consumers’ price in- 
dex of the National Industrial Con- 
ference Board. 

According to a recent Gallup survey, 
only 62 per cent of eligible Protestant 
voters cast their ballots in 1948, com- 
— to 72 per cent of Roman Catho- 

. voters and 78 per cent of Jewish 
voters. 


Remarkable Results in Curing Leprosy 


PRETORIA, South Africa (EP)—Re- 
markable results achieved in curing 
leprosy in South Africa by a sulphone 
drug treatment were mentioned in a 
press interview by Dr. A. R. Davison, 
Medical Superintendent of the West- 
fort Leper Institution, Pretoria. Dr. 
Davison will leave South Africa soon 
for a seven weeks’ trip to the Philip- 
pines, Japan, and the United States. 
The trip has been sponscred by the 
Leonard Wood Memorial (American 
Leprosy Foundation) which has initi- 
ated a test treatment of lepers in the 
countries he will visit. He will take 
with him reports of the remarkable 
results achieved in South Africa in 
the cure of lepers with sulphone used 
~e combination with isonicontinic 
acid. 


—— — 


Southern States Lead 

(EP) Georgia, Tennessee, South 
Carolina, Florida, Alabama, and Mis- 
sissippi remain the area of greatest 
concentrated interest in the Bible, the 
American Bible Society has reported. 
Total distribution in the country rose 
to 8,002,004 volumes during 1951, an 
all-time record in the 136-year his- 
tory of the society. The first quarter 
of 1952 showed gains over last year, it 
was reported. The society’s Southern 
district topped the million mark in the 
number of volumes distributed last 
year and became the first district of- 
fice to do so. The Pacific district also 
showed substantial gains, with a rise 
of 41 per cent over 1950. The Society 
reported that reading of the Bible was 
increasing. Women were said to be 
the most avid readers, with children 
second, and men a poor third. 

Pentecostal Fellowship of North 

America to Meet 

LOS ANGELES, Calif. (EP) “Spir- 
itual Power for the Eleventh Hour” is 
the theme of the Fifth National Con- 
vention of the Pentecostal Fellowship 
of North America, calendared for Oc- 
tober 26-30, in Los Angeles, at Angelus 
Temple, with Bishop J. A. Synam, 
Pentecostal Holiness, president, con- 
ducting the five-day series of meet- 
ings. Officers participating in the Fel- 
lowship’s seminars and services in- 
clude: Rev. Houston R. Morehead, 
Church of God, Cleveland, Tenn., sec- 
retary; Rev. E. J. Fulton, Open Bible 
Standard, Des Moines, Iowa, treasur- 
er; Rev. J. Roswell Flower, Assembly 
of God, Springfield, Mo., vice chair- 
man; and Rev. H. P. Courtney, 
Church of the Foursquare Gospel, Los 
Angeles, vice chairman. 

Business sessions will precede the 


preaching services, with plans being 
discussed for a more united front in 
the service of Christ among the af- 
filiated groups of the National Fellow- 
ship. Morning, afternoon, and evening 
speakers will include leaders from the 
pulpits of each of the participating 
church organizations belonging to the 
Pentecostal Fellowship. 


God’s Invasion Army to 
Continue 

ST. PAUL, Minn. (EP) The Baptist 
General Conference of America, at its 
centennial sessions in St. Paul, decid- 
ed to adopt as a permanent feature 
the program of “God’s Invasion 
Army,” which for four years has been 
contacting homes for personal evan- 
gelism. Some 100,000 persons have 
been talked with by young pone of 
college age who have volunteered to 
serve for one year in the army with 
no remuneration apart from board 
and room. Of these, 5,000 have made 
definite decisions for Christ. This 
year, 54 persons served in the army 
under the Rev. Edward Nelson, a 
former St. Paul pastor, who originat- 
ed the idea. The work will continue 
under Mr. and Mrs. James Merrill, 
who were elected to permanent lead- 
ership. They have been in Germany 
where the idea has been carried out 
since 1950. The Rev. Nelson is return- 
ing to pastoral work. 

Christian Leaders Meet 
in Holland 

(EP) Some 300 delegates from 
twelve countries attended the Inter- 
national Conference of the Interna- 
tional Council for Christian Leader- 
ship, over which Princess Wilhelmina, 
former queen of the Netherlands, was 
conference chairman. The Conference 
which was held in Noordwyk-aan-Zee, 
Netherlands, in May, had as its pur- 
pose the “instilling in leaders of na- 
tions and ethics of Christianity as a 
means of world peace.” Many Sena- 
tors and Congressmen are members 
of the American branch of the Chris- 
tian leadership organization which 
carries on 12 breakfast groups weekly 
in Washington, D. C. Sen. Frank Carl- 
son, of Kansas, was elected chairman 
of the Internation Council; Abraham 
Vereide, secretary general; and Rep. 
O. K. Armstrong, of Missouri, was giv- 
en the post of director of publicity and 
publications. Other American mem- 
bers on the board include a number of 
United States Senators and Repre- 
sentatives. 

Most Congressmen Are Drinkers, 

Says People Today 

WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP) There 
are two alcoholics in the Senate and 
about six in the House, the magazine 
People Today states in its current is- 
sue. The magazine article reports that 
one Senator is so distinguished for his 
heavy liquor breath when he debates 
that his colleagues once thought of 
expelling him. In the House, when 
the vote has been close, sober col- 
leagues have supported drunken 
members and propelled them through 
the bet bases the article says. Other 
evidence listed by the magazine: 
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One House alcoholic is a brilliant 
orator. When word gets out that he 
is intoxicated and is going to make a 
speech, he draws a full house. Repre- 
sentative Hall, Democrat of New York, 
denied implying that tipsy lawmakers 
might leak atom secrets to the Reds, 
but he added that there is too much 
drinking in Washington. 

National statistics sane. the lat- 
ter charge. The District consumes an 
average of 5.36 gallons of hard liquor 
for every man, woman and child each 
year. The national average is 1.29 gal- 
ions. Most Congressmen are drinkers, 
the magazine says. It calls them 
“careful social d ers.” 

1955 Sunday School Outlines 
Completed  - 

CHICAGO, Ill. (EP)—The Curricu- 
lum Committee of the National Sun- 
day School Association completed 
work on the Sunday School outlines 


for 1955 in a recent meeting of the - 


central committee in Chicago at the 
NSSA offices. Plans were set in motion 
to prepare outlines for 1956, and pre- 
liminary work will be done and sent 
to the committee chairman, Dr. James 
DeForest Murch, of Cincinnati. The 
completed outlines for 1955 will be 
presented to the Executive Committee 
of the National Sunday School Associ- 
ation at the NSSA convention in Port- 
land, October 1-4, for final approval, 
after which they will be printed and 
distributed. 


Temperance Group Holds National 
Convention 

ST. LOUIS, Mo. (EP)—The national 
convention of the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union is being held in 
St. Louis, September 25 to October 1. 
Delegates from WCTU chapters all 
over the United States will be in at- 
tendance and leaders and speakers of 
note will address the sessions of the 
convention. Stuart Hamblen, candi- 
date for President on the Prohibition 
ticket, will be among the speakers ad- 
dressing the convention. Hamblen, 
formerly a radio and movie personal- 
ity, was converted in the Los Angeles 
meetings of Dr. Billy Graham and is 
now well known among evangelical 
and temperance circles for his minis- 
try in gospel work. 


NAE Calls for Action 

(EP)—An imperative call to united 
evangelical action has come from the 
Washington offices of the National 
Association of Evangelicals in connec- 
tion with the fight over the U. S. en- 
voy to the Vatican. NAE declares that 
the pressure to send an ambassador 
to the Vatican is being intensified 
and asks evangelicals everywhere to 
do two things: (1) Within the next 
seven days to write seven letters of 
protest to the editors of local papers 
and national news magazines, and to 
radio and TV news commentators. (2) 
Secure the personal pledge of seven 
friends to themselves write seven let- 
ters of protest to editors and commen- 
tators, and in turn to each secure 
seven more friends to do the same. 
The communication from NAE  de- 
clares: “This is your call to immediate 
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Christian service. During the next two 
months the public press will reveal 
the effectiveness of the United Evan- 
gelical Action in this matter ... or 
the name of a new envoy to the Vati- 
can. 


Soviet Acts to Gain Jerusalem Status 


(EP)—The Soviet Union is attempt- 
ing to regain the position of influence 
in the religious affairs of Jerusalem 
once enjoyed by Czarist Russia. It is 
doing this by reinforcing the staff of 
the Russian Orthodox church, by 
backing the Russian Palestine Socie- 
ty’s claim. to extensive property here, 
by generous use of funds and by vari- 
ous efforts to gain control of the 
= Orthodox Church through Pal- 
estine. 

After ‘several decades of desultory 
activities, the Soviet Russians have 
vigorously i up this year where 
the Czarist Russians left off after 
World War I. The Czarist Russians 
had sought for generations to wrest 
the Jerusalem Patiarchate from the 
Greeks; to reinforce their position 
they had created the Russian Pales- 
tine Society to protect pilgrims, had 
set up hostels for pilgrims, had estab- 
lished monasteries and had bought 
much property. 

They have set about repairing all 
Russian Orthodox churches and other 
institutions in both Israel and Jordan 
with a disregard to costs. They have 
distributed large quantities of relig- 
ious books. They have taken good care 
of the aged Russian nuns and monks 
who still inhabit monasteries around 
Jerusalem. Finally, the Soviet Minister 
os his staff went to church regular- 
y. 


Moody Materials Going Far 


CHICAGO (EP)—Numbering almost 
five million pieces, free gospel mat- 
erial was distributed in 59 countries 
and in 32 languages during the first 
six months of this year, by the Col- 
portage department of Moody Bible 
Institute, Chicago. Out of this amount 
4,643 classrooms received Colportage 
libraries in 40 states in this country, 
and 28 school is Jamaica. Jails and 
hospitals got a total of 442,054 pieces. 

co the foreign lands were 
something lik 


e 3 million pieces for 59 
countries, printed in such languages 
and dialects as Arabic, Bangala, Ce- 


buano, Chinese, Dutch, French, Ger- 
man, Greek, Hausa, Hindu, Italian, 
Japanese, Korean, Polish, Russian, 
Spanish, Tamil, Telugu, and Yoruba. 

“But the territory where the free- 
dom of the gospel exists is shrinking 
fast. Take time out to view a map 
of the world and see the vast terri- 
tories already taken over by Commu- 
nism or soon may be,” warns a news- 
letter being published by the Insti- 
tute’s Colportage department. 


The whole Bible has been published 
in 195 languages, the complete New 
Testament in 252, and at least a whole 
book of the Bible in 602. So the total 
of the languages in which some whole 
 agg'y x the Bible has been published 





GREAT REVIVAL STIRS 
ATHENS, TENN. 


We recently closed a four weeks re- 
vival with Rev. Mrs. Amanda Miller, 
of Chattanooga, Tenn., as the evan- 
gelist. The first service was directed 
in a miraculous manner with the 
gifts of tongues, ee negee and 
discernment in operation, and many 
were saved, baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, healed, or revived. Night after 
night as the gifts of the Spirit moved 
mightily in our midst our hearts were 
thrilled, and we were made to see 
scores of people at the altars. Great 
crowds came and the 80 by 120 tent 
was filled many nights with great 
crowds on the border of the tent. 

As the Spirit moved, it was a never- 
to-be-forgotten sight to see people 
from different churches who knew 
relatively little about the baptism of 
the Holy Ghost, slain by God’s power 
and receive the baptism, many times 
before they would fall to the ground, 
and be speaking clearly in tongues 
and rejoicing greatly as our evangel- 
ist laid hands on them to receive this 
glorious gift of God. It was thrilling 
to see blind eyes opened, heart trouble 
and all manner of diseases healed by 
faith in God. 

Great sorrow befell our congrega- 
tion the last week of the meeting 
when a terrific whirlwind came 
through the city, and in a matter of 
minutes had completely destroyed this 
great “canvas cathedral” which had 
been visited so often by the power and 
glory of our gracious God. We are 
praying the tent will be replaced b 
those who care to help in this need. 

A brief summary of our progress in 
this great meeting revealed around 
140 saved, 135 sanctified, 140 baptized 
with the Holy Ghost, 28 added our 
church (however, many were added 
to other churches around Athens that 
helped in our meeting), 15 baptized 
in water, and a colored congregation 
and Church of God was begun in 
Athens as a result of this meeting. 
The Lord gave us about a 52 per cent 
increase in membership for the year, 
with increases notably in Y.P.E. and 
Sunday School, for which we humbly 
give God praise.—E. H. Miles, former 
pastor. 

NORTON, Va.—We have just closed 
a revival with 32 saved, 28 sanctified, 
28 baptized with the Holy Ghost, 9 
baptized in water, and 9 added to the 
church. The evangelist, Sister Edna 
Sande, and co-worker, Sister Char- 
lotte Bandy, were a great blessing to 
a  cpemenaiiees cee Cecil Johnston, 

erk. 
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CRUDEN’S COMPLETE CONCORDANCE 


Edited by A. D. ADAMS, C. H. IRWIN, D.D., and S. A. WATERS 

The most complete and accurate edition of Alexander Cruden’s masterpiece 
published. More than 200,000 references to the Old and New Testaments. The 
only edition which includes references to the Revised Version, as well as to the 
King James or Authorized Version. Definitions and articles written by Cruden 
have been revised in accordance with modern scholarship, and the whole work 
has been set up in new, large, clear type, so conveniently arranged that it is a 
pleasure to consult it. 

Se es ME WEN 6 Gobo ioe eclicivetdeebusdavcdvecsumeedceé $3.50 


IRWIN’S BIBLE COMMENTARY 


Edited by C. H. IRWIN, D.D., 

General Editor, Religious Tract Society 
25,000 text conferences and an introduction to each of the books of the Bible. 
References can be made verse for verse to both the Old and New Testaments. 
Makes clear the meaning of every verse, including historical references, related 
passages, ancient customs, obscure terms, etc. Size, 6 by 834 inches. 575 pages 
17 Bible maps in colors. 

TRS. er etiots a wa waceaieds emecudelse sikh sea he ccaciie 600 $3.50 


PELOUBET’S BIBLE DICTIONARY 


By REV. F. N. PELOUBET, D.D., 

Founder, “Notes on the International Sunday School Lessons” 

The latest and best single-volume Bible dictionary published — comprehensive 
concise, accurate, and up-to-date. Gives in simple language a full exposition 
of all topics mentioned in the Bible — every place, nation, tribe, person. event 
custom, animal, plant, and metal, as well as every pertinent fact of history. 
geography, commerce, and social and religious life. No doctrinal discussion 
Size, 6 by 834 inches. 800 pages. 508 illustrations, 14 maps in color. 


Seite. henmnll oA cs wuetkca d2ids tah Eeacaw dads Bde o bib eeae Cod $3.50 


The Church of God Publishing House 


922 Montgomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee 
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